CHAPTER III

THE  POLITICAL  AND  MILITARY  SITUATION  IN  SPAIN AFTER
THE  FALL  OF  CATALONIA

BOTH from the military and political point of view, the
war was long since lost, and if we had been governed by a
Spaniard, who would learn and interpret the will of the
people, it would have ended in 1937. The unjustifiable
collapse of the Catalonian fronts, the consequent loss of
that region in which were all the most important in-
dustries, made our defeat perfectly clear. The factories
and workshops, with all their machinery and immense
quantities of materials, besides the whole administrative
apparatus of the State, were in the enemy's hands, not to
mention all the enormously Important cities and ports,
and the well-cultivated agricultural zone. The State
organisation had been completely broken up and among
Its ruins were all the more moderate influences, both
legislative and judicial. All that remained of our Govern-
ment was a group of men who called themselves the
legitimate Government of the Nation, but who were
outside the country. These practically constituted a
Dictatorship, since for some time past they had suppressed
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